Writing HFS floppies with the help of
MiniVMac

Its a known fact, that OSX can not write HFS Standard floppies
as of 10.6 and higher.

However there is the dd command available in all *nix
systems.

Unix guys will know. For the others, dd and Terminal can do
many useful things, including writing HFS floppies.

What is needed:

Mac OSX 10.8 or lower.

Termial App from Application/Utilities

USB floppy drive.

Installation of MiniVmac with Mac OS 6.0.8 (or another System
of your choice).

The dd command seems to be picky when writing files to
floppy, so you have to make sure to use a untouched 1440
RAW image.

So here we go:

1.) Create a 1440kbyte image with dd like this:
Open Terminal and type in

Code:
dd if=/dev/zero of=/1440.dsk bs=1k count=1440

® O O /N adm — sudo — 118x23

Last login: Thu Noy 28

0 0f=/1448.dsk bs=1k count=1448
1448+8

1448+

147456 ( A.806538 secs (228531594 bytes/sec)

Admini ators-Mac-Pro:~ sudo dd if=/1448.dsk of=/dev/disk3

Password:

A file 1440.dsk is created in the root directory of your startup
volume.



2.) Start MiniVMac using your boot disk and drag the new
1440.dsk onto MiniVMac “s window.

€ File Edit Diew Special @ )@)

This is not a Macintosh disk:
(vl Do you want to initialize it?

Mini vMac 62.app

This process will erase all
information on this disk.

Select Initialize and Erase in MiniVMac.



3.) Name the volume accordingly (e.g. 1440) and copy the
files you want onto it.

807K in disk 609K available

§.8 8 & 0

MacPaint MacDraw Il MacProject  MacDraw MacWrite Samples

Thats it. Close MiniVMac.



4.) Insert a floppy and open DiskUtility. Use the Info button
to find out the device ID of your floppy. For this example, lets
assume the floppy is disk3.

Now select Unmount.

® 00 UNTITLED

406.0.0 .09 &8 [ [5y

Verify Info Burn Unmount Eject Enable Journaling New Image Convert Resize Image

m

415,36 GB IBM-DTLA-307015

[ HD_15 If Repair Disk is unavailable, click Verify Disk. If the ¢
L_;§ 1 TB ST31000524AS Recovery HD.

[ Seagate 1TB If you have a permissions problem with a file installe

{4 ML Backup
{43 TB ST3000DM001-9YN166

[y Snow Leo

ML # Show details

[ Daten

__ 1,5 MB MATSHITA LS-120 VER4 07 Media

B UNTITLED

( f JHL-DT-ST DVD-RAM GSA-H58N

P

Verify Disk Permissions

Repair Disk Permissions

i Mount Point : /Volumes/UNTITLED Capacity : 1,5 MB (1.474.560 Bytes)
— Format : MS-DOS (FAT12) Available : 1,4 MB (1.442.816 Bytes)
I Owners Enabled : No Used : 6 KB (5.632 Bytes)

~ Number of Folders : 0 Number of Files : 512




5.) Go back to Terminal and type in:

Code:
sudo dd if=/1440.dsk of=/dev/disk3

® OO /N adm — sudo — 118x23

Because of sudo, you will have to type in your OSX password.
The copy process will need some time. As you got a similar
output as the above picture, use DiskUtility to eject your
floppy, then insert it again.

_ 1440 Info

| 1440
==/ Modified: Heute 20:02

¥ Spotlight Comments:

¥ General:

Kind: Volume
Created: Heute 20:01
Modified: Heute 20:02

Format: Mac OS Standard 1440
Capacity: 1,5 MB
Available: 623 KB o~ —_ O AN . /
) \ 7 AN /
Used: 848.384 bytes (848 KB on disk) @ o Q@ N
Label: hd el i 7 hd
RIPU R SRS MacDraw IIMacProject MacDraw MacWrite Samples MacPaint

Encoding: | Roman
|| Shared folder

¥ More Info:

» Name & Extension:

¥ Preview:

P Sharing & Permissions:

Done. Your files should show up on floppy!

Hope someone will find this useful, especially for transferring
files to vintage Macs with HD floppy.




Many thanks to all those tinkering with dd, especially to
Max1zzz for pointing to RAW and MiniVMac!

At last a warning to the casual reader:

Though very little can go wrong, if you follow the above to the
letter, it is jokingly said that dd stands for "destroy disk" or
"delete data", since when used for low-level operations on
hard disks, a small mistake such as reversing the input file and
output file parameters could result in the loss of some or all

data on a disk.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dd_(Unix)



